www.cape.ca %ﬂ

INSIDE

CAPE Wins Gold!

CEPA Not Suitable for Young...
ECO Friends

Reducing Harm video

winter ¢ 2007

AL

Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment - the national voice of physicians on the environment and health

CAPE Pesticide Campaign Wins in London
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A CAPE CAMPAIGN TO PHASE-OUT TOXIC LAWN PRODUCTS ENDED
in victory this summer when London city council voted 13-6 to ban
most pesticide applications on private and public property.

The new bylaw comes into effect in September, 2008.

“It’s an enormous victory,” said CAPE’s Executive Director, Gideon Forman. “The way we
see it, the new bylaw protects 350,000 people. That’s a huge number of citizens who will
no longer be exposed to some very toxic substances.”

...continued on page 2

From the President’s Corner

IT’S AUTUMN AGAIN, AND OUR MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT HAVE GONE
back to their seats. Government is back in full operation and the
environment is high on the agenda. The Harper government has a
new clean air plan and the Green Party has a new leader. Liberal
Party leadership hopefuls are launching their environment
platforms, while the NDP is promoting its 5-point green plan.

...continued on page 2

UPCOM’NG AGM - Notice of the Annual General

Meeting of the Canadian Association of Physicians for the
Environment, November sth . 6th, 2006 (Sunday and Monday)
in Toronto at CAPE’s office: 130 Spadina Avenue, Suite 301

Mark your calendar and see you in Toronto!



CAPE Wins
Gold!

Pesticide work honoured

with national award

ON JUNE 5™, CAPE RECEIVED A PRESTIGIOUS CANADIAN
Environment Award (Gold) at a gala presentation in
Vancouver. Sponsored annually by the Government of
Canada and Canadian Geographic Magazine, the Canadian
Environment Awards recognize “individuals and groups of
Canadians who have made outstanding contributions” to the
protection of the country’s ecology. CAPE was honoured in
the “Environmental Health” category for its cross-Canada
pesticide education work.

It was a doubly exciting evening as Groupe Eco-Action
— a leader in the movement to make hospitals and health
clinics more environmentally friendly — was also honoured.
Groupe Eco-Action is the brainchild of CAPE Vice President
Dr. Jean Zigby.

After winning the Award — which came with $5,000 cash
— CAPE received generous letters of congratulation from the
President of the Canadian Medical Association and the CEO
of the Ontario College of Family Physicians. The prize money
will go toward CAPE’s on-going pesticide bylaw campaign.

“This award recognizes work done by CAPE members over
many vears,” said Executive Director Gideon Forman.
“We're deeply appreciative of their contributions to environ-
mental health.”

President’s Corner...continued from page |

There’s even more action happening in government department offices and parliamentary
committee rooms. Health Canada and Environment Canada have finished their categorization
of the Domestic Substances List in time for the long awaited September 14 deadline.
The categorization looked at the list of 23,000 chemicals historically used in Canada, flagging
about 4000 substances as the most worrisome.

The excitement now is over what will happen next. There is no deadline for dealing with the
4000 substances. We will have to wait to see how quickly the government will act to eliminate
the worst chemicals and to manage those that can’t or don’t need to be eliminated completely.

The review of the Canadian Environmental Protection Act (CEPA) has restarted and groups
like CAPE are pushing for strong deadlines to deal with the dirty 4000. But the review will take
time to complete and a government commitment to action is needed now. CAPE sent a letter to
the Ministers of Health and of the Environment, asking them to honour their commitment
to protect Canadians and their environment from persistent and toxic chemicals.

Both the Senate and House environment committees are reviewing CEPA, listening to presentations,
and sifting through the submissions. Health groups, environmental and labour organizations,
aboriginal groups and scientists have all expressed their concerns about the legislation.
The chemical industry, the fertilizer companies, the consumer products trade organizations,
and the mining associations have expressed theirs.

CAPE’s plan for strengthening CEPA was captured in a written submission. A summary of our
recommendations can be found on page 3.

In addition, a CEPA sign-on letter to the Prime Minister has been circulated by prominent
scientist Dr. David Schindler calling for certain key changes to improve the Act. Scientists and
health professionals who would like to sign on should email their full name, title, department,
institution, telephone and email to cepaletter@medialine.ca.

Dr. Kapil Khatter, CAPE President

London's pesticide debate
isn't about politics.

CAPE Pesticide Campaign ...continued from page |

CAPE, in partnership with the Canadian Cancer Society, the Ontario College of
Family Physicians, and the Registered Nurses’ Association of Ontario, launched
its London pesticide campaign in December, 2005. In February, CAPE and the
Cancer Society released polling showing 74% of Londoners favour a pesticide
phase-out on private property. The poll is widely credited with
re-igniting the city’s pesticide debate and alerting local politicians to the issue.

“The London Free Press said ‘the tide turned’ when we released our poll,”
Forman explained. “I think that’s true.”

CAPE doctors, led by Chair of the Board John Howard, met with London coun-
cillors to explain the science behind pesticides and the very real health risks —
especially for children. “I think we won because we never engaged in mudsling-
ing,” said Dr. Howard. “We presented the research and stuck to the science.”

As part of the campaign, CAPE and its part- | ji's about our kids.

ners launched a series of advertisements in
local newspapers. The ads featured a photo of two young children and the caption,
“London’s pesticide debate isn’t about politics. It’s about our kids.”

“I think the ads were very useful,” said Forman. “They helped focus the debate
right where we wanted it — on children’s health. I remember one city councillor
who was wavering on the issue clipped the ad and taped it to his office door. After
that, I knew we had his vote.”

Although centered in London, the campaign was national in scope. “CAPE
members from across the country wrote letters, made calls, and sent e-mails,”
said Forman. “It was a team effort and my warmest thanks goes to our members
in every province.”

cape news2



The Canadian Environmental Protection Act:
Not Suitable for Young Children

A PARLIAMENTARY REVIEW OF THE CANADIAN ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Act (CEPA) is currently underway. This presents a critical opportunity to make
changes to the legislation in order to better protect Canadians, especially
children, from exposure to harmful pollution and toxic substances. CAPE has
submitted recommendations to the federal government strongly urging the
following key changes to the Act:

The categorization of CEPA substances should include special consideration
and explicit provisions for the protection of children and other vulnerable
populations.

CEPA should be amended to prescribe swift mandatory timelines for all
potentially toxic substances from assessment through to regulation including
virtual elimination.

CEPA should explicitly assign the burden of proof to manufacturers (and
importers) to demonstrate substances in use are safe, similar to the clause in
the Pest Control Products Act.

CEPA should explicitly provide the authority to regulate toxic substances in
consumer products. This regulation should occur on a substance basis,
rather than a product basis, so that toxic substances are banned or restricted
in consumer products broadly.

CEPA should be amended to include a requirement that chemicals should be
substituted for safer alternatives where they exist.

CEPA should explicitly declare the Great Lakes basin a “vulnerable” area and
commit to specific pollution reduction targets consistent with the Great Lakes
Water Quality Agreement.

To advocate for these recommendations or to make a submission to government,

write to: House Committee on Environment and Sustainable Development:
envi@parl.gc.ca; and, Senate Committee on Energy, the Environment and
Sustainable Development: eenr-eern@sen.parl.gc.ca.
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Helping or
hurting?

1 Council hears about proposed
pasticide changes for hours
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meetings or for educating local politicians.

Executive Assistant, at : farrah@cape.ca

awn & Garden Pesticides: Reducing Harm

NOW AVAILABLE! carrs long-awaited video on
lawn and garden pesticides. This unique 10 minute video sets out
the scientific evidence linking common household pesticides to a
variety of serious illnesses, including cancer, reproductive problems,
and neurological diseases. It offers information from the Ontario
College of Family Physicians’ ground-breaking pesticide study and

sets out safe lawncare alternatives. Excellent for showing at public

To order your copy of the video, please contact Farrah Khan,
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4 I would like to join CAPE\

in working for a healthier environment

Last Name/First Name

ODr OMs. OMr dMiss [ Mrs. [ Other
Address

Gty Province Postal Code
Telephone E-mail
Membership

[ Members $100

[ Supporters (Honorary mention and a free copy of
The Canadian Guide to Health and the Environment) $200

[ Students, retirees, those with limited income $25
(1 Member Organizations (one vote per organization) $50

(My cheque is made out to the Canadian Association
of Physicians for the Environment)

1 T would like updates on CAPE-related activities. Please put me
on the CAPENEWS listserve (for members only).

(1 I want to get involved in CAPE.

Donations
I am sending a donation of:

0§50 D $100 O $500 1 $1000 1 Other

to support

CAPE’s environmental advocacy work (My cheque is made out
to the Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment).

(1 Please take a donation of $

from my account each month.

(1 have attached a voided cheque and signed below)

Signature

(1 I would like a charitable tax receipt for my donation. I under-
stand that these donations will only be used for research and
education activities. (My cheque is made out to the Canadian Health
and Environment Education and Research Foundation (CHEER))

(1 Check here if you do not want your name shared with other

like-minded organizations.

Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment

130 Spadina Ave., Suite 301, Toronto, Ontario M5V 2L4

NOW You Can Donate
On-line at www.cape.ca

Now it's easier than ever to support CAPE's vital environmental
work. Go to www.cape.ca and hit the "Donate Now" button
on our home page. Your gift will go to CAPE's charitable wing,
assisting our crucial education and research activities.

You can make the gift in honour or memory of a friend or
family member. And you'll receive an instant tax receipt!

ECO Friends

This feature section contains a brief synopsis
of a group that shares CAPE’s basic perspectives.

Registered Nurses’ Association of Ontario (RNAO)
The RNAO promotes the nursing profession and healthy public policy.

Their assistance with CAPE’s campaigns over the years has proven to be invaluable.

CAPE first linked arms with the RNAO during the Toronto pesticide campaign,

which resulted in a pesticide bylaw in 2003. They went on to support successful

pesticide campaigns in London and Peterborough, and continue

to assist with similar efforts in other municipalities.

The RNAO is also concerned with other determinants of health and

advocates on issues related to air pollutants, greenhouse gases,

and toxic emissions. Currently, they are developing a position paper

on the health impacts of global warming.

For more information about the Registered Nurses’

Association of Ontario, please contact Kim Jarvi,

kjarvi@rnao.org.

GPE ACKNOWLEDGES, WITH GRATITU[D
THE GENEROSITY OF OUR FUNDERS:
| i -.:.-'_I

L

Laiclaw
Fourndation

Canadian Auto Workers
Canadian Union of Postal Workers
Canadian Union of Public Employees
EJLB Foundation
George Lunan Foundation
McLean Foundation
Ontario College of Family Physicians
Pilkington-Henniger Charitable Trust

The London Community Foundation

\Hundreds of individual CAPE membersJ

Canadian Association
of Physicians
for the Environment

Executive

Chair John Howard

President Kapil Khatter
Vice-president Jean Ahmed Zigby
Executive director Gideon Forman
Secretary-treasurer Demian Curran

Board Members

Alan Abelsohn <

Hilary DeVeber < Scott Findlay

Victoria Lee « Alison Scott Butler

Cathy Vakil « Art Wiebe « Tara Zupancic

Suite 301
130 Spadina Avenue
Toronto ON M5V 2L4

Warren Bell

tel. (416) 306-2273
fax. (416) 960-9392
email. gideon@cape.ca
web. www.cape.ca
Design emerging design

100% recycled paper, chlorine-free
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